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SUBJECT: CONFIRMATION OF DEFERRAL OF GON PURCHASE OF P-3 ORION 
AIRCRAFT 

DURING A FAREWELL MEETING WITH THE CHARGE ON JULY 22 DEFENSE 
STATE SECRETARY STEMERDINK CONFIRMED THAT THE BUDGET CRUNCH 
AFFECTING HIS MINISTRY HAD FORCED CANCELLATION OF PLANS TO 
SIGN A CONTRACT FOR THE INITIAL PURCHASE OF SEVERAL P-3 ORION 
NAVAL RECONNAISSANCE AIRCRAFT. HE ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT HE 
HOPED THAT SOMETIME DURING 1976 IT WOULD PROVE POSSIBLE TO 
REVERSE THIS DECISION AND GO AHEAD WITH AN INITIAL PURCHASE 
(HE DID NOT MENTION A SPECIFIC NUMBER). 
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